United States Patent and Trademark Ofhce 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria. Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED IX\'ENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/567,385 


07/28/2006 


Franc Arnold 


175.8350USU 


6710 



27623 7590 05/11/2010 

OHLANDT, GREELEY, RUGGERO & PERLE, LLP 
ONE LANDMARK SQUARE, lOTH FLOOR 
STAMFORD, CT 06901 



EXAMINER 



JOHNSON, VICKY A 



PAPER NUMBER 



3656 



MAIL DATE 



05/11/2010 



DELIVERY MODE 



PAPER 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 





Application No. 

10/567,385 


Applicant(s) 

ARNOLD, FRANC 


Examiner 
Vicky A. Johnson 


Art Unit 

3656 





~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 
Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on April 
30, 2010 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which It pertains, or with which It Is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the Inventor of carrying out his Invention. 

3. Claim 28 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one 
skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had 
possession of the claimed invention. 

The claim contains a negative limitation which does not have basis in the original 
disclosure and is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1 , 2, 6-1 5, 1 7, 1 9, 25, 26, 27, 29, and 30 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Gratz et al (US 6,421,879), as best understood. 

Gratz et al disclose a handlebar sleeve (1 ) comprising a sleeve slot (3) and a 
clamping area arranged at an edge of the sleeve (right side), a holding bar end 
extension (31 ) comprising a clamp (32) connected to the sleeve in the clamping areas, 
and a grip element (7) connected with the sleeve, wherein the grip element comprises a 
supporting portion (26) for supporting a palm of a user and a holding portion (upper 
surface of 25 or any portion of the grip element which can be held by the user) which 
form a common grip surface with the clamp (see Fig 10), wherein the holding portion 
projects into the clamping area at a distance from the sleeve so that there is a gap 
between the holding portion (upper surface of 25) and the sleeve (1) in the clamping 
area (see Fig 10), and a portion of the clamp (32) is disposed within the gap between 
the holding portion (upper surface of 25) and the sleeve (1), wherein, when the bicycle 
bar grip is placed on a handlebar, the holding portion and the supporting portion project 
in a rearward direction toward a user and the clamp projects in a forward direction away 
from said user (col. 9 lines 45-55). 
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Re claim 11 , tine liolcling portion lias an inner contour corresponding at least 
partially to an outer contour of the holding bar end extension or the clamp (see Fig 1 0). 

Re claim 12, at the supporting portion has a contour (see Fig 9B). 

Re claim 13, both the clamp and the grip element are at least partially covered by 
a shell covering particularly the clamp of the holding bar end extension (see Fig 15). 

Re claim 14, the shell is configured at least partially as a spacing fabric (66). 

Re claim 17, the grip element comprises a connection projection projecting into 
the clamping area (see Fig 10). 

Re claim 19, the clamp comprises a screw (35) cooperating with a blind bore 
thread, the screw being completely sunk in the clamp (see Fig 11). 

Re claim 25, the bicycle bar grip has an offset relative to a handlebar (see Fig 

9B). 

Re claim 26, the offset is caused by a thickening provided substantially in the 
middle of the grip element (see Fig 9B) 

Re claim 27, the holding bar end extension (31) or the clamp (32) and the grip (7) 
have a positive connection (36a, 36b) there between (see Fig 10). 

Re claim 28, wherein the sleeve slot does not extend along an entire length of 
the sleeve. 
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Re claim 29, a sleeve (1) for being placed onto a bike handlebar (6), the sleeve 
(1) comprising a clamping area at an end of the sleeve (see Fig 10); a clamp (32) 
connected to the sleeve (1) in said clamping area (see Fig 10), and a grip element (7) 
connected to the sleeve (1), said grip element (7) comprising a holding portion (upper 
portion of 25) at an end of said grip element near said clamping area(see Fig 10), 
wherein said holding portion (upper surface of 25) projects into the clamping area at a 
distance from the sleeve (1) so that there is a gap between said holding portion and 
said sleeve in said clamping area (see Fig 10), and a portion of said clamp (32) is in 
said gap between said holding portion and said sleeve (see Fig 10). 

Re claim 30, said clamp (32) comprises a holding bar (41), said holding bar 
extending in a first direction (vertical portion) away from said sleeve, and wherein said 
holding portion extends in a second direction (angled portion) away from said sleeve, 
wherein said first direction is opposite to said second direction (see Fig 10). 

Response to Arguments 

Some further comments regarding the applicant's remarks are deemed 
appropriate. 

The applicant argues that the Gratz et al reference fails to meet the limitations of 
the claims because it fails to disclose the holding portion projecting into the clamping 
area at a distance from the sleeve so that there is a gap. Gratz et al show in Fig 10, the 
holding portion, which is being broadly interpreted as any portion that is capable of 
being held by the user, projects into the clamping area, therefore, the reference meets 
the limitations of the claim. 
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It is also argued that the gripping device does not project into the clamping area. 
This limitation is not in the claims. 

Applicant further argues that once assembled the holding portion and the 
supporting portion project rearward. Column 9 lines 45-55 discuss that the supporting 
portion 26 is parallel with the ground and is capable of being in the rearward direction 
(see Fig 9A) and the clamp 25 extends in the forward direction (see Fig 10). 

Applicant's remarks have been accorded due consideration, however, they are 
not deemed fully persuasive. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vicky A. Johnson whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-7106. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7:00a-3:30p). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on (571 ) 272-691 7. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tine status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Vicky A. Johnson/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3656 



